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New  Zealand  is  essentially  an  agTieiiltural,  grazing,  and  fruit- 
growing country,  and  it  will  be  j^ears  before  manufacturing  will  be 
carried  on  further  than  to  supply  some  of  the  more  common  articles 
for  home  consumption.  The  climate  is  ideal  for  these  industries, 
since  stock  can  live  in  most  parts  of  the  North  Island  the  ^-ear  round 
on  the  open  pastures,  and  but  little  hay  is  required  in  most  of  the 
Dominion.  Vqi'v  little  farming  is  done  north  of  Cook  Strait  since 
that  part  of  the  Dominion  is  devoted  almost  entirely  to  stock  raising 
and  dairying.  The  wheat  fields  are  in  South  Island,  as  are  some 
of  the  best  orchards.  Stone  and  semitropical  fruits  are  extensive!}^ 
grown  in  the  Auckland  Province. 

Business  Conditions. 

At  the  beginning  of  1918  business  conditions  were  not  promising 
in  New  Zealand,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  shipping  space  for  import 
and  export  trade.  However,  conditions  improved  until  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country  amounted  to  $256,500,761,  as  compared  with 
$255,573,061:  for  1917,  and  $290,171,000  for  1916.  with  very  large 
stocks  of  dairy  products,  fresh  meat,  wool,  and  hemp  in  the  ware- 
houses and  cold-storage  plants  at  the  end  of  1918. 

There  was  a  marked  shortage  in  most  lines  of  imported  goods  dur- 
ing the  year,  so  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  imported  supplies  were 
exceedingly  low.  The  balance  of  trade  for  1918  was  $20,631,785,  as 
compared  with  $51,965,858  for  1917.  The  outlook  is  promising  along 
most  lines,  and  imports  should  be  heavy  in  order  to  replenish  stocks 
suiRcientlv  to  meet  the  demands  sure  to  be  made  before  the  end  of 
1919. 

Improvement  in  Financial  Situation. 

In  spite  of  the  strain  on  men  and  mouey  brought  about  by  the  war, 
the  financial  position  of  the  bulk  of  the  peojDle  of  the  Dominion  im- 
proved chiring  1918.  Producers  obtained  satisfactory^  prices  for  their 
output,  consecpiently  money  was  plentiful  and  business  in  general 
had  a  fair  jeav.  Farmers,  stock-raisers,  and  investors  were  able  to 
reduce  their  liabilities  materially  as  a  result  of  the  high  prices  pre- 
vailing for  the  products  of  this  country,  while  importers  in  the  main 
held  large  surpluses  of  cash,  since  their  stocks  were  exceptionally  low. 
There  was  no  lack  of  money  for  investment  in  mortgages  at  the 
moderate  interest  rates  prevailing  in  1917,  and  the  financial  future 
promises  well  since  the  British  Imperial  Government  has  contracted 
for  the  entire  surplus  of  fresh  meat,  butter,  cheese,  and  wool  until 
June  30,  1920,  at  better  prices  than  were  realized  during  1918.    There 
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were  but  few  business  failures  in  tlie  country  during  the  year,  and 
these  of  little  importance.  The  financial  situation  at  the  close  of 
1918  was  exceptionally  sound,  with  ]argii  surpluses  in  the  banks  of 
the  coinitry  ready  to  finance  legitimate  undertakings  now  contem- 
plated for  "1919. 

While  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  at  present  gives  no 
cause  for  uneasiness  it  is  recognized  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  <)uti)ut  of  the  various  industries  if  the  Douiinion  is  to  meet 
the  very  honvv  interest  and  pension  demands  for  years  to  come. 
These  now  amount  to  about  $13,790,000  for  interest,  $9,000,000  for 
war  pensions,  and  $0,500,000  for  old-age  pensions. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  Government  obliga- 
tions valued  at  $1G,3G7,772  matured,  and  were  all  renewed  with  the 
exception  of  $349,53();  and  Government  loans  to  the  value  of 
$8,301,592  fall  due  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1919. 

The  question  of  the  removal  of  the  moratorium,  approved  by  the 
New  Zealand  (xovernment  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  has  received 
much  attention  in  this  Dominion,  and  it  is  urged  that  the  Govern- 
ment give  at  least  six  months*  notice  of  date  of  removal  so  debtors  can 
make  provision  to  meet  their  obligations.  The  amounts  covered  by 
the  Moratorium  aggregate  more  than  $50,000,000  held  in  this  Do- 
minion. 
Banking  Interests  in  Good  Condition. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  banking  returns  at  the  close  of 
1918  are  a  marked  decrease  in  Government  de]iosits,  a  healthy  in- 
crease in  free  deposits  and  a  slight  increase  in  fixed  deposits,  with  a 
total  of  $205,148,266  as  compared  with  $205,268,196  for  the  same 
time  in  1917.  During  the  war  period  from  December,  1914.  to  De- 
cember, 1918,  the  total  deposits  in  the  banks  of  this  Dominion  aside 
from  Government  deposits  increased  from  $118,757,681  to  $170,346,- 
207,  while  the  Government  deposits  increased  from  $14,748,634  at  the 
close  of  1915  to  $34,802,059  at  the  close  of  1918.  Bank  loans  increased 
from  $121,335,510  to  $160,950,046. 

The  paper  currency  in  circulation  increased  during  the  same  pe- 
riod from  $12,722,160  to  $32,905,837,  while  coin  and  bullion  increased 
from  $30,216,648  to  $45,913,822,  which  shows  a  strong  position  and 
means  that  there  is  plenty  of  money  in  circulation. 

The  last  war  loan  to  date  amounting  to  $46,231,750  was  made  in 
March,  1918,  and  has  been  sufficient  together  Avith  the  surplus  on  hand 
at  that  time  to  meet  the  obligations  so  far.  This  loan  was  placed  at 
4^  per  cent  free  of  income  tax. 

All  of  the  banks  doing  business  in  New  Zealand  sliowed  satisfac- 
tory gains  in  deposits  during  1918,  Avith  the  exception  of  one  Avhich 
showed  a  small  decrease  but  nothing  to  indicate  unsound  conditions. 
There  are  but  six  banking  institutions  in  the  Dominion,  with 
branches  in  the  different  cities  and  towns  of  the  country  that  meet 
the  requirements  satisfactorily.  Two  of  these  are  strictly  New 
Zealand  banks.  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  The  National  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  Ltd.  The  former  has  199  branches  in  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  country. 

Government  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

The  receipts  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1918,  amounted  to  $98,333,575  as  compared  with 
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$89,385,6(37  for  the  fiscal  Year  ended  Marcli  31.  191T,  with  a  total  ex- 
penditure of  $73,582,877  for  1018,  as  compared  with  $60,797,705  for 
the  previous  j^ear ;  this  shows  a  gain  in  both  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year.  For  the  nine  months  ended  December  31,  1918,  the 
Government  receipts  amounted  to  $58,883,550  as  compared  with  $51,- 
334,290  for  the  same  period  in  1917,  with  expenditures  for  the  nine 
months  amounting  to  $64,073,171  as  compared  with  $50,262,871  for 
the  same  period  in  1917. 

The  following-  table  gives  by  items  the  revenue  for  the  calendar 
j-ear  ended  December  31, 1918,  compared  with  the  calendar  year  1917 : 


Sources  of  revenue. 

1917 

1918 

Sources  ct  revenue. 

1917 

1918 

$m.  300, 790 

8;  242,  468 

9,172,472 

5;  709,  767 

21.859,408 

1,048,453 

22,0J5,431 

483, 516 

517,691,582 
10,274,637 
9, 762, 282 

8,175,628 
27,  750, 058 

1,292,888 

23, 510, 105 

518, 642 

Marine 

5187,224 

3,418,035 

1,006,334 

489, 049 

194,942 

$176, 114 

Stamp  and  death  duties. . 
Post  and  telegraph 

Miscellaneous    . 

4,873,050 
987, 535 
529, 597 

National  endowment 

other 

340, 721 

Total 

90,183,889 

105,882,890 

Registration,  etc.,  fees 

The  revenue  receipts  of  tlie  Xew  Zealand  Government  for  the 
calendar  year  1918  show  a  gain  of  $15,698,950  as  compared  Avith  1917. 
The  income  tax  made  a  gain  over  1917  of  $5,890,650.  The  New  Zea- 
land Govei'imient  is  calling  for  another  loan  of  $-18,665,000  in  April, 
1919,  at  the  usual  wai-  interest  rate  of  4^  per  cent  free  of  income  tax. 

Public  Improvements  Halted  by  War  and  Labor  Condition. 

Owing  to  war  conditions  and  the  scarcity  of  laljor  in  Xew  Zealand 
public  improvements  received  veiy  little  attention  in  1918,  notwith- 
standing th.e  statement  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  showed 
$17,032,750  in  hand,  Avith  an  estimated  total  expenditure  of  about 
$9,733,000  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Marcli 
31,  1919.  The  Public  Works  Department  has  under  consideration 
extensive  improvements  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  sufficient  labor  can  be 
secured,  that  will  call  for  all  of  the  balance  on  hand  in  this  fund,  to- 
gether with  liberal  appropriations  to  be  called  for  at  the  next  session 
of  Parliament.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  take  up  these 
works  in  order  to  give  the  returned  soldiers  employment  and  to  de- 
velop the  remoter  parts  of  the  Dominion  for  settlement. 

Extensive  harljor  improvements  are  under  consideration  at  Auck- 
land, Gisborne.  New  Plymouth,  and  some  minor  ports,  that  will  call 
for  the  expenditure  of  about  $10,000,000.  The  municipal  government 
of  Auckland  has  completed  arrangements  for  the  expenditure  of 
$802,973  for  street  improvements  by  way  of  concrete  paving,  grad- 
ing, and  macadam  work,  all  of  Avhich  is  to  be  done  during  1919. 

Railways  to  Begin  Program  of  Development. 

Little  was  done  on  railway  construction  work  during  1918,  but  an 
extensive  program  is  under  consideration  for  development  as  soon  as 
sufficient  labor  can  be  obtained,  covering  the  completion  of  lines  that 
have  been  held  up  during  the  war  period,  as  well  as  additional  lines 
into  the  undeveloped  sections  of  the  Dominion.  The  estimates  for 
railroad  construction  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1919, 
amounted  to  $3,260,555,  much  of  which  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
next  fiscal  year,  since  it  will  be  impossible  to  secure  sufficient  labor 
to  complete  the  proposed  work  within  the  fiscal  j^ear. 
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The  passenger  traffic  during  1918  was  light,  partly  owing  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  trains  were  taken  off  for  lack  of  sufficient  force 
to  operate  them,  and  partl}^  because  of  the  influenza  epidemic  during 
the  last  two  niontlis  of  the  year.  The  increased  passenger  fares  also 
discouraged  travel.  The  New  Zealand  railways  carried  11,730,643 
passengers  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  as  compared  with 
14,528,947  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1917,  and  this  decrease 
was  carried  over  into  the  last  nine  months  of  1918. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  New  Zealand  railways  for  the  last  nine 
months  of  1918  amounted  to  $17,278,722,  as  compared  with  $1(),44G,- 
571  for  the  same  period  of  1917.  with  total  expenditures  of  $11,882,377 
for  operating  expenses  dui'ing  the  last  nine  months  of  1918,  as  com- 
pared with  $10,851,885  for  the  same  period  of  1917.  During  this 
time  the  railways  carried  8,327,727  passengers  and  3,942,411  tons  of 
fi-eight,  as  compared  with  8,G35,431  passengers  and  4,055,746  tons  of 
freight  for  the  same  period  in  1917. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Extensions, 

During  the  hscal  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  there  was  expended 
on  telegraph  and  telephone  extension  in  New  Zealand  $570,670,  as 
compared  with  $989,413  for  the  previous  fiscal  year.  During  the 
fiscal  year  1918  there  were  683  miles  of  w4re  strung  and  121  miles  of 
poles  set;  and  greater  extensions  are  contemplated  by  this  Depart- 
ment for  1919, 

There  were  12,330  miles  of  wire  added  to  the  telephone  exchange 
plants  in  the  Dominion  during  the  fiscal  3'ear,  and  13  new  exchanges 
opened  during  the  year,  with  additional  accommodation  added  in  28 
others;  additional  exchange  connections  for  the  year  amounted  to 
4,940,  During  the  year  26  new  coin-in-the-slot  telephones  were  in- 
stalled, making  a  total  of  263  telephone  slot  machines  for  the  Domin- 
ion at  the  close  of  the  year  with  extensive  plans  for  extension  of  the 
automatic  telephone  installation  in  this  Dommion  for  1919.  Two 
cents  put  in  the  slot  machines  in  the  public  booths  located  at  con- 
venient parts  of  the  city  either  on  or  adjoining  the  sidewalk  will  put 
the  lines  in  service  for  five  minutes. 

Harbor  Improvements  for  Chief  Ports. 

During  1919  comparatively  little  was  expended  on  harbor  im- 
provements in  New  Zealand,  but  plans  were  outlined  for  harbor 
developments  in  several  parts  of  the  Dominion  to  begin  during  1919, 
At  Auckland  a  new  pier  is  to  be  constructed  to  cost  about  $85,000, 
with  other  improvements  imder  contemplation  calling  for  an  ex-' 
penditure  of  about  $750,000.  At  New  Plymouth,  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Noith  Island,  a  harbor  development  scheme  is  under  way  that 
will  cost,  when  completed,  about  $1,500,000  and  will  provide  a  har- 
bor sufficient  to  admit  such  overseas  vessels  as  visit  these  waters. 

At  Gisborne,  on  the  east  coast  of  North  Island,  it  is  proposed  to 
open  up  this  year  a  harbor  development  scheme  that  is  estimated  to 
cost  about  $5,000,000,  that  will  make  Gisborne  an  uj^-to-date  port 
and  an  important  shipping  point  for  the  products  of  that  section  of 
the  Dominion.  There  are  some  extensive  improvements  contem- 
plated also  at  Lyttelton,  the  port  of  Christchurch,  in  order  to  make 
that  harbor  more  modern,  since  it  has  become  an  important  port 
and  its  use  is  increasing  rapidly  from  year  to  year. 
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The  business  of  the  Auckhmd  harbor  for  1918  shows  a  satisfac- 
tory increase  in  receij)ts,  with  an  actual  increase  of  $157,898  over  the 
receipts  for  1017;  the  expenditures  exceeded  those  of  the  former  year 
by  $63,4G9. 

Effect   of   Shipping   Situation   on   Trade — Steamship    Connections    with   United 

States. 

There  was  a  marked  shortage  of  shipping  in  New  Zealand  waters 
during  most  of  1918,  which  seriously  alfected  business,  both  export 
and  import,  and  interfered  with  local  business  in  general.  How- 
ever, the  outlook  at  the  end  of  the  ,year  Avas  very  promising  and 
some  extra  steamers  had  arrived  to  take  away  the  large  surplus  of 
butter,  clieese,  fresh  meat,  wool,  etc.,  so  that  the  exports  of  some  of 
the  principal  products  for  the  first  six  weeks  of  1919  amounted  to 
$19,18"2,779.  Freight  rates  from  Europe  and  the  United  States 
have  been  reduced  about  50  per  cent,  even  more  in  some  cases,  but 
there  seems  to  be  no  general  reduction  in  the  freight  rates  from 
Australasia  to  either  one  of  the  above  countries,  which  is  greatly  felt 
in  this  Dominion,  .<ince  it  has  a  tendency  to  restrict  exports  or  im- 
pose a  very  heavy  tax  on  the  exporter.  The  outlook  for  1919  is 
good,  and  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  but  little  difficulty  in 
shipping  the  products  of  the  Dominion. 

The  only  regular  steamship  lines  connecting  Xcav  Zealand  and 
American  ports  are  those  run  by  the  Union  Steamshi])  Co.  of  this 
Dominion  between  New  Zealand  ports  and  San  Francisco  and 
Vancouver,  each  line  sending  out  a  sailing  each  four  Aveeks. 
But  it  would  seem  that  the  business  here  would  call  for  at  least  one 
steamship  line  between  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States  ami 
Australasia  with  sailings  every  two  or  three  Aveeks  for  the  business 
betAveen  this  Dominion  and  the  east  coast  of  the  Cnited  States  is 
destined  to  increase  greatly  over  Avhat  it  Avas  ])efore  tlie  war. 
Crop  Returns — Government  Plans  for  Scientific  Farm  Education. 

The  crop  season  ended  with  June  30,  1918,  showed  an  increase 
OA'er  the  preA'ious  fiscal  year  of  0,761,219  bushels  of  Avheat  as  com- 
pared Avith  5,251,227  bushels  for  the  1916-17  harA'est,  and  7,120,770 
bushels  for  the  1915-16  harvest.  There  Avas  a  decline  in  the  acre- 
age soAvn  to  oats  and  barley,  both  of  Avhich  fell  short  of  the  1916-17 
crop.  The  outlook  for  the  1918-19  crop  is  not  promising  and  the 
yield  will  probably  fall  beloAv  the  previous  season's  crop,  which 
means  that  New  Zealand  must  depend  on  imports  of  about  2,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat  together  Avith  some  oats  and  barle}^  At  present 
the  supplies  of  grain  in  Now  Zealand  are  very  low  owing  to  short 
crops  and  the  inability  to  ship  supplies  from  Australia,  which  has 
resulted  in  several  flour  mills  being  compelled  to  close  down.  [See 
Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  17,  1918. J 

The  NcAv  Zealand  Government  has  arranged  to  guarantee  a  mini- 
mum price  of  $1.54  per  bushel  for  the  Avheat  groAvn  in  New  Zealand 
during  the  present  .-eason,  Avhich  is  to  be  extended  to  the  1919-20 
harvest.  This  price  is  not  Avell  received  by  the  farmers,  since  it  will 
pay  better  to  cleA'ote  the  land  to  dairy  farming,  and  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  the  seeding  will  be  at  all  heaA'y  during  the  coming 
season. 

During  the  season  1917-18  there  Avere  819,169  acres  under  cultiAa- 
tion  in  grain  and  pulse  crops,  as  compared  with  844,624  acres  during 
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the  previous  season,  with  a  grand  total  of  1T,38G,1G0  acres  under 
cultivation,  including  grain,  grasses,  fallow  land,  orchards,  for  the 
season  1917-18,  as  compared  with  17,004,797  acres  for  the  previous 
season. 

The  New  Zealand  Dc])artnicnt  of  Agriculture  has  arranged  a 
thorough  plan  for  scientific  and  i)ractical  farm  education  imder  the 
new  director  of  agriculture,  which  it  is  proposed  to  put  into  force 
as  soon  as  the  staff  can  be  suitabl}'  manned  with  men  combining  a 
sound  knowledge  of  scientific  agriculture  and  practical  farming. 
The  Government  has  several  experimental  farms  and  proposes  under 
the  new  scheme  to  do  field  work  on  farms  and  estates  of  private 
individuals. 

Growth  of  Farmers'  Cooperative  Associations. 

The  year  1918  witnessed  extensive  developments  and  advancements 
in  farmers'  cooperative  associations  in  this  Dominion.  The  Farmers' 
Cooperative  Wholesale  Federation  (Ltd.),  with  headquarters  at 
Christchurch,  and  a  subscribed  capital  of  $8,904,000,  and  an  au- 
thorized capital  of  $15,378,140,  has  been  organized  with  nine  asso- 
ciations as  members  of  the  combine.  This  wholesale  federation 
buys  and  sells  for  its  member  associations  in  large  quantities  and 
distributes  to  and  collects  from  its  several  members.  The  business 
of  these  nine  association  amounts  to  about  $50,000,000  a  year.  [See 
Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  3,  1918.] 

The  strongest  single  cooperative  association  in  the  Dominion  is 
the  New  Zealand  Farmers'  Cooperative  Association  of  Canterbury, 
(Ltd.),  Christchurch,  that  was  organized  about  30  years  ago,  aiid 
for  many  vears  has  done  a  verv  heavy  business,  which  now  amounts 
to  about  $18,000,000  per  annum. 

Next  in  importance  comes  the  Farmers'  Union  Trading  Co.  (Ltd.), 
of  Auckland,  with  a  capital  of  $3,000,000,  of  which  $1,205,290  has 
been  subscribed.  This  company  ha.s  lately  consolidated  with  the 
large  mail-order  house  of  Laidlaw^  Leeds,  of  Auckland,  and  is  now 
prepared  to  do  an  extensive  business  with  the  farmers  of  the  Do- 
minion, and  especially  of  the  Auckland  district.  This  mail-order 
house  brought  to  the  company  a  list  of  about  50,000  names  with 
whom  it  had  been  doing  business.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  July 
17,  1918.] 

The  farmers  of  the  Dominion  have  lately  organized  the  New  Zea- 
land Farmers'  Fertilizer  Co.  (Ltd.),  with  headquarters  at  Auckland, 
and  have  about  completed  a  plant  to  cost  $1,250,000,  with  an  annual 
capacity  of  00,000  tons  of  high-grade  fertilizer.  Much  of  the  ma- 
chinery for  this  plant  was  purchased  in  the  United  States. 

Fresh-Meat  Industry — Legislation  to  Control  "  Meat  Trust." 

Stock  raisers  in  New  Zealand  received  exceptionally  good  prices 
for  fat  stock  during  1918  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  held  more  avail- 
able stock  than  formerly,  for  the  cold-storage  plants  were  full  of 
fresh  meat  and  many  of  the  slaughterhouses  closed  down,  since 
shipping  space  could  not  be  secured  to  get  the  supplies  to  nuirket. 

DurinjT  the  year  fresh  meat  worth  $24,127,795  was  exported  as 
compared  with  $29,113,309  for  1917,  with  4,297,737  carcasses  of  00 
pounds  each  of  fresh  meat  in  cold  storage  on  February  15,  1919. 
New  Zealand  producers  sold  to  the  British  Imperial  Oovernment 
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fresh  meat  to  the  vahie  of  $149,953^917  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war  until  December  31,  1918,  which  was  made  up  as  follows: 
2,293,217  quarters  of  beef,  7,974,675  carcasses  of  mutton  and  9,323,812 
of  lamb,  each  carcass  weighing  60  pounds. 

The  outlook  for  this  industry  is  especially  good  since  it  is  officially 
reported  that  sufficient  ships  have  been  allotted  to  the  Xew  Zealand 
trade  to  remove  the  large  stocks  of  fresh  meat,  butter,  and  cheese 
lield  in  cold-storage  plants  at  the  close  of  1918,  Avhich  means  that 
the  killing  of  fresh  meat  during  the  1919  season  will  exceed  previous 
seasons. 

There  Avas  much  agitation  in  New  Zealand  during  1918  relative  to 
what  is  known  here  as  the  meat  trust,  since  many  people  fear  that 
these  companies  propose  to  get  control  of  the  meat  trade  of  this 
Dominion.  This  has  resulted  in  Parliament's  passing  the  Slaughter- 
ing and  Inspection  Amendment  Act,  which  provides  that  any  person, 
firm,  or  comi>any  exporting  meat  without  sefcuring  a  license  from  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  is  subject  to  a  fine  of  £500  ($2,433)  for  each 
offense,  and  an  additional  fine  of  £100  ($487)  per  day  if  the  business 
is  continued  after  notice  is  served.  The  license  is  good  for  one  3'ear, 
but  may  be  revoked  any  time  if  the  Minister  is  satisfied  the  licensee 
is  carrying  on  business  contrary  to  the  public  interests.  By  this 
method  it  is  proposed  to  fully  control  the  meat  trade  of  the  Dominion. 
Lack  of  Shipping  Space  Reduces  Fruit  Exports. 

The  fruit  industry  of  Xew  Zealand  was  not  prosperous  during 
1918,  because  the  crop  was  not  above  the  average,  and  there  were 
practically  no  exports  for  lack  of  shipping  space,  so  that  tens  of 
thousands  of  cases  of  apples  were  thrown  away.  Notwithstanding 
these  conditions  fruit  was  expensive  during  about  six  months  of  the 
year,  since  there  was  insufficient  cold-storage  space  for  the  fruit,  as 
it  was  taken  up  by  the  large  stocks  of  butter,  cheese,  and  fresh  meat. 
During  the  1918  Christmas  holidays  apples  retailed  as  high  as  30 
cents  a  pound. 

Plans  are  on  foot  to  develop  the  fruit  industry  further  with  the 
idea  of  grading  fruit,  especially  apples,  for  export,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  growers  will  send  representatives  to  Argentina,  the  east 
coast  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  European  points,  before  the 
next  fruit  season,  which  will  be  about  the  beginning  of  1920,  with 
the  idea  of  arranging  for  the  export  of  apples  from  this  Dominion. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  May  29,  1918.] 

The  crop  of  oranges  in  New  Zealand  for  the  1918-19  season  is  be- 
low average.     Australian  oranges  are  arriving  in  the  market  and 
quoted  at  $3.65  to  $4.87  per  case,  but  these  do  not  begin  to  measure 
up  to  the  California  oranges. 
Expansion  of  Dairy  and  Dried  Milk  Industries. 

The  dairjdng  interests  of  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  prosperous  1918, 
during  which  time  the  output  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  years, 
and  prices  were  higher  than  ever  before.  The  British  Imperial 
Government  took  the  entire  surplus  production,  paying  $23,859,831 
for  cheese  for  the  season  ended  June  30,  1918,  as  compared  with 
$16,037,828  for  the  season  ended  June  30,  1917,  and  $10,402,139  for 
the  1918-19  season  to  February  1,  1919;  for  butter,  $14,259,945  for 
the  season  ended  June  30,  1918,  and  $7,765,586  for  the  1918-19  season 
to  February  1, 1919. 
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There  has  been  shipped  from  New  Zealand  to  the  British  Imperial 
Government  from  the  bep^innin^  of  the  war  to  February  1,  1919,  a 
total  of  1,709,487  crates  of  cheese  and  1,044,107  boxes  of  butter,  with 
406,782  crates  of  cheese  and  843,077  boxes  of  butter  in  the  cold- 
storage  plants  at  the  beginning;  of  February,  1919,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  British  Imperial  Oovernuicnt. 

Exports  of  butter  from  the  Auckland  district  during  the  season 
ended  June  30,  1918,  amounted  to  499,404  boxes  of  butter,  valued  at 
$9,539,119,  as  compared  with  3()5,94r)  boxes,  valued  at  $7,292,7G2,  for 
the  1917  season ;  and  78,920  crates  of  cheese,  valued  at  $2,r>00,021,  for 
1918,  as  compared  with  85,214  crates,  valued  at  $2,434,058.  for  the 
previous  season.  For  the  i^eriod  froju  July  1  to  December  31,  1918, 
the  exports  amounted  to  188,302  boxes  of  butter,  compared  with 
178,550  boxes  for  the  same  period  in  1917,  and  00,890  crates  of 
cheese,  compared  with  39,128  crates  for  the  previous  season. 

During  .January  and 'February,  1919,  two  record  shipments  of 
butter  and  cheese  were  made  froui  Auckland,  one  being  valued  at 
$4,800,500  and  the  other  at  $3,092,359.  These  shipments  cleared  the 
cold-storage  i)lants.  As  an  indication  of  the  growth  of  the  industrj' 
in  the  Auckland  province  the  exports  of  butter  and  cheese  m  1910 
amounted  to  $3,124,780,  as  compared  with  $12,099,740  for  the  1917-18 
season,  ended  June  30,  1918 ;  and  this  season  promises  even  better. 

During  the  year  the  Wellington  City  Council  established  a  milk- 
distributing  department,  in  order  to  give  the  city  a  sanitary  and 
regular  supply  of  milk  at  a  reasonable  price,  which  promises  satis- 
factory results,  and,  it  seems,  may  be  adopted  by  other  cities  in  the 
Dominion,  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  21,  1918.]  In  order 
to  develop  successfully  the  municipal  distributing  plants  in  the  Do- 
minion, it  is  recognized  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  introduce  the 
bottling  system,  so  that  all  milk  will  be  delivered  under  seal.  This 
is  considered  an  important  matter  here,  and  doubtless  will  develop 
during  1919. 

The  dried  milk  industry  was  given  much  attention  in  New  Zea- 
land in  1918  [see  Commerce  Eeports  for  July  31,  191S].  during 
which  time  some  estimates  were  circulated  in  this  Dominion  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  possible  to  realize  from  73  to  85  cents  a  pound  for 
butter  fat  contained  in  the  milk,  and  also  for  good  results  froui  dried 
milk  made  from  skiuimed  milk,  which  has  led  several  dairy  centers 
to  construct  j^lants,  some  of  which  at  present  are  about  ready  to 
begin  production.  Two  of  the  groups  of  dairy  interests  sent  repre- 
sentatives to  the  United  States  last  year  to  study  the  business  and 
buy  machinery  for  the  plants  they  were  establishing,  and  now  it  is 
announced  that  the  New  Zealand  Government  intends  to  send  an  ex- 
pert dairyman  to  the  United  Slates  to  study  the  business  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Dominion  producers. 

Live  Stock  Trade. 

Stock  raising  in  the  Dominion  prospered  during  1918  and  the  out- 
look for  1919  is  promising.  On  January  31.  1918.  there  were  378,991 
horses  in  the  Dominion,  as  compared  with  373,000  the  year  before; 
at  the  same  date  there  were  797,509  dairy  coavs  as  com])ared  with 
777,439  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  cattle  in  the  Domin- 
ion on  January  31,  1918,  amounted  to  2,888,214  as  compared  with 
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2,575,230  the  year  before.  During  the  season  1917-18  there  were 
23,651,57-±  sheep  shorn  in  the  Dominion,  as  compared  Avith  22,462,291 
during  the  previous  season;  and  11,243,802  himbs  Avere  tailed  during 
the  1917-18  season  as  compared  vrith  10,745,386  for  the  previous  sea- 
son. On  April  30, 1918,  there  Avere  26,538.302  sheep  in  the  Dominion, 
compared  with  25,270,380  sheep  the  previous  year. 

During  the  fiscal  vear  ended  ]March  31,  1918.  there  were  341,300 
cattle,  15,290  calves,"  3,631,344  sheep,  2,095,443  lambs,  and  152,536 
swine  slaughtered  in  the  packing  houses  and  ordinary  slaughter- 
houses of  this  Dominion.  This  rate  was  kept  well  up  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  calendar  year  1918,  so  that  the  slaughterhouses  of  the 
Dominion  were  crowded  at  the  close  of  the  year  with  fresh  meat. 

Decline  in  Lumber  Industry. 

The  lumber  industrj^  of  New  Zealand  experienced  a  dull  year, 
since  building  was  slack  and  ex])orts  were  somewhat  below  normal 
in  quantity  but  there  are  many  building  scliemes  under  way  now, 
and  1919  should  be  a  reasonably  prosperous  year  for  the  lumber 
trade.  The  imports  of  lumber  for  1918  were  valued  at  $683,816,  as 
compared  with  $711,550  for  1916  and  $1,783,178  for  1914;  with  ex- 
ports at  $2,707,278  in  1918,  as  compared  Avitli  $1,856,458  in  1916,  and 
$2,056,315  in  1914. 

In  order  to  control  the  export  of  lumber  to  conserve  the  forests  for 
liome  consumption  the  Xew  Zealand  Government  has  enacted  a  law 
requiring  tlie  exporter  to  secure  a  license  before  lumber  can  be 
shipped  from  the  Dominion.  This  measure  has  ))een  severely  criti- 
cized by  the  lumber  interests  of  the  Dominion,  for  it  is  claimed  that 
such  a  ruling  means  tlie  closing  down  of  numy  sawmills  in  different 
parts  of  the  Dominion,  especially  white  pine  and  kauri  timber  mills. 
[See  Co:mmerce  Eeports  for  Sept.  14,  1918. J 

The  imports  of  lumber  from  the  United  States  fell  slioii  of  these 
during  any  previous  year  for  some  time  according  to  the  Ix-st  infor- 
mation at  hand,  official  figures  not  being  availa1)le. 

Labor  Situation  Unsettled. 

Labor  was  emploj'ed  during  1918  at  advanced  wages  over  the  pre- 
vious year,  Avith  Avar  bonuses  in  many  cases,  but  the  outlook  is  not 
promising  if  one  is  to  judge  from  the  restlessness  exhibited  by  work- 
ers in  general  in  this  Dominion.  Conferences  have  been  numerous 
since  the  armistice  was  signed,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  labor  to  require  better  conditions,  such  as  increased 
wages  and  feAver  hours,  so  that  at  present  conditions  are  quite  un- 
settled. There  is  a  general  demand  that  Avages  shall  not  fall  below 
$14.60  jDer  Aveek  for  an  able-bodied  active  workman,  and  from  that 
up  to  $19.46  per  week  for  skilled  workmen,  such  as  masons,  car- 
penters, and  painters. 

Owing  to  labor  troubles  among  coal  miners  the  output  of  coal 
in  Xew  Zealand  has  fallen  short  of  former  years  and  the  stocks  at 
present  are  exceedingly  low,  although  the  consunq^tion  for  1918  was 
light  oAving  to  the  slacking  down  of  industries  in  general  and  the 
lack  of  shipping.  There  has  been  a  shortage  of  farm  labor  which 
has  been  seriously  felt  in  some  localities;  sheep  shearers  Avere  so 
scarce  that  many  sheep  Avere  not  sheared  until  very  late  in  the  season. 
139448°— 19— 61a 2 
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Vital  Statistics — War  Bonuses. 

Accoidinir  to  fisjiires  <riven  out  by  tlie  Government  Statistician  tlie 
\)irth  rate  was  the  lowest  for  1918  of  any  year  since  1907,  there  be- 
ing 25.8CT  births  as  compared  with  28,509  in  191(5,  the  record  year; 
the  deatli  late  greatly  increased,  there  being  1G,3(54  deaths,  as  com- 
pared with  10,590  in  1916,  the  record  before  1918.  The  death  rate 
per  1,000  for  the  Dominion  was  14.84,  as  compared  with  9.64  in  1916, 
the  previous  high  record. 

During  1918  additional  Avar  bonuses  were  granted  to  civil  em- 
ployees and  workmen  in  general,  as  well  as  increases  of  wages,  in 
many  cases,  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living.  In  many 
cases  labor  arbitration  officers  have  granted  war  bonuses  rather  than 
a  general  wage  increase. 

Cost  of  Living. 

There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  during  1918  when 
the  value  of  the  pound  sterling  ($4.87)  decreased  from  $3.55  to 
S3.23,  i.  e.,  20s.  ($4.87)  in  1918  would  buy  no  more  than  13s.  3|d. 
($3.23)  would  buy  in  1914,  which  greatly  affected  the  workmen's 
budgets. 

The  following  tal)le  gives  the  wholesale  ]irices  for  certain  com- 
modities at  the  end  of  1918  as  compared  with  the  end  of  1917: 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Apples 60-pound  case  - . 

Barley bushel . . 

$2.43 

1.82 

l.TO 

374. 72 

218. 99 

81.  Hi 

2.92 

$6.08 

1.62 

2.12 

364.99 

301.72 

81.51 

2.67 

Linseed  oil  cake. .  .short  ton. . 
Oats bushel.. 

$63.  46 
1.13 

11(..  SO 
68.  33 
34.06 
72.  98 

107.66 

$63.26 

.1.62 

170  32 

Corrugated  sheet  iron,  long  ton 

Fencing  wire do. . . 

Flour... do... 

Linseed  oil gallon.. 

I'igiron do 

Potatoes,  white do 

Salt do 

Sugar do 

77.86 
51.09 
73.00 
110. 10 

The  following  table  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  increased  cost  of 
living  between  July,  1914,  and  October  and  November,  1918,  as  given 
out  bv  the  New  Zealand  Government : 


Comnioditj'. 


Average  cost. 


July, 
1914. 


October, 
1918. 


Novem- 
ber, 
1918. 


Bread,  7  2-pound  loaves .  . . 

Flour,  3  pounds 

Oatmeal,  1  pound 

Rice,  1  pound 

Tea,  J  i)ound 

Cocoa,  J  pound 

Sugar ,  3  pounds 

.lam ,  2  pounds 

Raisins,  J  pound 

I'otatoos,  14  pounds 

Milk,  7  pints 

Butter,  3  pounds 

('hccsc,  J  pound 

Bacon ,  1  pound 

Sirloin  beef,  3  pounds 

Stewing  stpak,  2  pounds... 
(lorncfl  roll  beef,  1  ()ound. . 

Bci'f.s;ius;ig('s,  2  pounds 

Mutton  legs,  .3  pounds 

Mutton  shoulder,  2  pounds 
Mutton  chops,  2  pounds. .. 


$0.  .')3.V 
.09" 
.04 
.04\ 
.19' 
.lOi 
.12 
.23 
.05J 
.20 
.29J 
.87 
.04i 
.23 
.42 
.23i 
.lOi 
.1S.V 
.34i 
.19 
.26 


$0. 75* 
.14' 
.09 
.06.i 
.23.'. 
.131 
.18j 
.30i 
.08 
.46 
.37 
1.19i 
.06i 
.  3.-) 
.54i 
.31J 
.l.Si 
.22 
.50 
.28 
.34i 


$0. 75i 
.Hi 
.09 
.06i 
.23' 
.14 
.18i 
.31 
.08 
.52 
.37 
1. 19V 
.06i 
.36 
.55 
.31i 
.15i 
.22 
.50 
.27J 
.34i 
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It  is  not  generally  believed  that  there  will  be  man}'  decreases  in 
the  cost  of  provisions  in  this  Dominion  dnring  1919,  even  if  con- 
ditions remain  as  favorable  as  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
since  it  is  expected  that  all  supplies  can  be  shi])ped  from  now  on, 
and  that  this  Dominion  must  henceforth  compete  with  the  world 
market,  rather  than  to  be  favored  with  restricted  prices  because  the 
supplies  could  not  be  exported. 

Shoe  and  Leather  Trade — Standardized  Footwear. 

The  shoe  and  leather  trade  of  this  Dominion  Avas  somewhat  handi- 
capped during  1918  for  lack  of  supplies,  especiall}'  of  the  better 
grade  of  leather  for  uppers,  since  that  is  not  extensively  produced  in 
this  countrv.  Xot withstanding  this  the  shoe  factories  of  the  country 
were  kept  busy  because  of  the  great  demand  for  shoes  for  the  army 
and  the  ditticulties  of  importing  shoes  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
shipping  space  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  in 
the  foreign  miukels. 

The  imports  of  boots  and  shoes  for  1918  were  valued  at  $2,3-10.280, 
as  compai-ed  with  $1,9-20,7:30  for  1910  and  $1.8()3.1()0  for  1914.  The 
imports  of  leather  for  1918  were  valued  at  $1,044,098,  as  compared 
with  $951,167  for  191(),  and  $589,659  for  1914.  While  the  value  of 
the  imports  of  boots  and  shoes  in  1918  exceeded  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports for  1914  and  1916  there  was  not  any  great  increase  in  the 
quantity  owing  to  the  great  advance  in  the  cost  of  these  goods; 
consequently  there  is  a  serious  shortage  in  the  better  grades  of  foot- 
wear at  present. 

The  Footwear  Inspection  Act  of  New  Zealand  requires  that  shoes 
having  soles  containing  anything  other  than  leather  be  branded  with 
a  description  of  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  save  in 
the  case  of  rubber  outsoles  or  heels  of  women's  fancy  or  evening 
footwear,  if  thej-  consist  of  wood  or  celluloid.  This  matter  should 
receive  the  close  attention  of  the  importer. 

The  Xew  Zealand  (jovernmcnt  has  arranged  to  have  standardized 
boots  and  shoes  manufactured  in  this  Dominion,  and  the  models  have 
been  prepared  and  are  in  the  hands  of  the  shoe  manufacturers  of  the 
country.  It  was  expected  that  stocks  would  be  otfered  in  the  retail 
shops  about  the  first  of  March  at  a  standard  price  fixed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  other  questions  have  arisen,  especially  the  fixed  price 
of  leather  that  is  to  go  into  these  shoes,  and  some  other  matters  that 
have  made  it  necessary  to  defer  putting  the  finished  product  on  the 
market  at  as  early  a  date  as  intended. 

Hydroelectric  Development. 

During  1918  very  little  was  done  in  hydroelectric  developement 
save  completing  work  at  Lake  Coleridge  in  South  Island,  about  60 
miles  from  Christchurch,  where  8,000  horsepower  have  been  devel- 
oped, and  in  canvassing  the  proposed  development  in  Xorth  Island 
where  it  is  claimed  it  is  possible  to  develop  three  hydroelectric  sta- 
tions with  a  total  horsepower  of  about  160,000  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $35,540,254,  including  dams,  machinery,  transmission  lines,  sub- 
stations, and  secondary  lines.  About  $725,000  was  appropriated  at 
the  last  session  of  Parliament  for  surveys  and  preparation  of  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  development  of  this  work  that  is  to  be 
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taken  up  as  soon  as  sufficient  men  return  from  the  front,  to  supply 
Auckland  and  Wellington  with  current,  as  well  as  the  towns,  villages, 
butter  tind  clieese  factories,  and  farmers  along  the  main  lines. 

The  Lake  Coleridge  plant  in  South  Island  has  deuionstrated  the 
fact  that  electric  current  can  be  profitably  used  by  the  farmers  and 
dairy  people,  as  well  as  in  the  cities,  and  that  it  will  be  adopted 
quickly  when  made  available.  The  consumption  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  ;U,  191G,  at  C'hristchurch  and  vicinitj',  amounted 
to  3,994,7(')7  units;  the  following  year,  ll,()(')4,9r)l ;  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  JNIarch  31,  1018,  to  19,844,070  units.  This  power  is  sup- 
plied very  cheaply  and  has  greatly  helped  the  manufacturing  and 
industrial  interests  of  that  conununity. 

There  is  also  talk  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  smaller  cities  and 
communities,  as  well  as  private  interests,  of  deA'e]oi:)ing  separate 
plants  under  the  act  passed  by  the  last  session  of  Parliament  per- 
mitting this,  with  the  understanding  that  the  plants  may  be  taken 
over  by  the  Government  at  any  time  at  a  reasonable  price.  This 
act  was  passed  in  the  interest  of  more  rapid  development  of  some 
of  the  snuiUer  Avater  powers  in  the  Dominion,  especially  in  North 
Island.  These  undertakings  will  call  for  large  installments  of  elec- 
trical and  constructional  nuichinery. 
Public  Highway  Construction. 

There  was  nothing  of  importance  done  on  public  highway  construc- 
tion during  1918,  save  making  preparations  for  work  to  be  begun 
during  1919  along  the  line  of  public  highways  as  arteries  reaching 
out  into  the  undeveloped  portions  of  the  Dominion  to  connect  the 
civic  centers  with  the  farming  communities. 

The  good  roads  associations  of  the  Dominion  held  meetings  urging 
the  National  Government  to  join  with  the  several  counties  and  cities 
in  developing  a  sj'^stem  of  road  construction  that  would  put  the  coun- 
try within  the  next  five  or  six  years  in  an  up-to-date  condition.  One 
scheme  proposes  a  higliAvay  war  memorial  known  as  the  King's  High- 
way from  the  north  part  of  the  Dominion  to  Bluff  in  the  south,  a 
distance  of  some  1,200  miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  about  $30,000,000. 

During  the  year  measures  have  been  completed  for  the  placing  of 
extensive  concrete  street  and  road  work  in  Auckland  and  vicinity 
that  will  call  for  the  expenditure  of  about  $1,000,000.  At  Wellington 
and  its  suburbs  concrete  road  building  was  carried  on  during  the 
.year,  covering  the  road  from  the  city  out  about  10  miles  at  a  cost  of 
$145,995.  [See  Commerce  Eeports  for  Jan.  21,  1918.] 
Building  Trades — Use  of  Concrete — Public  Housing  Schemes. 

Little  work  Avas  done  during  1918  by  the  contractors  and  builders 
in  general,  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  high  cost  of  labor,  the  high 
cost  of  material,  and  the  great  shortage  in  builders'  hardware,  as 
Avell  as  tlie  general  disposition  to  delay  construction  Avork  until  hos- 
tilities ceased.  During  the  year,  hoAvcA-er,  architects  Avere  busy 
preparing  plans  and  specifications  for  contemplated  imj^rovomonts, 
and  there  is  more  construction  Avork  planned  for  1919  than  there  has 
been  at  any  time  for  many  years. 
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In  reviewing  construction  work  during  the  past  year  and  the  out- 
look for  1919  the  New  ZeaUmd  Building  Progress  says : 

Heavy  drops  in  tlie  freiylit  rates  from  England  and  tlio  I'nited  States  seem 
to  give  some  promise  of  improved  conditions  for  tlie  building  trade,  but 
there  are  unfortunately  otlier  factors  which  offset  this  reduction  in  cost  of 
transport.  The  labor  upheaval  in  England  will  increase  tlie  cost  of  produc- 
tion and  probably  result  in  maintaining  the  price  of  manufactures  almost  at 
tlie  war  level.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  landed  cost  of  heavy  ironwork  will 
drop  owing  to  the  improved  freight  conditions,  but  other  lines  used  in  the 
building  trade  are  increasing.  Wall  plaster  has  actually  advanced  ;js.  ($1.21) 
per  ton  since  the  armistice,  and  the  prices  of  hardware  remain  high.  New 
Zealand's  labor  situation  is  none  too  promising,  but  the  rapid  demoljilization 
of  tlie  expeditionary  force  will  ease  tlie  severity  of  the  shortage  and  enable 
the  most  important  building  operations  to  proceed  tliis  year.  Though  it  will  be 
under  difliculties,  the  building  trade  should  enjoy  a  mild  revival  of  activity 
this  year. 

This  seems  to  express  the  sentiment  of  a  majority  of  the  contrac- 
tors and  architects  in  this  Dominion. 

Reinforced  concrete  will  he  extensively  used  in  many  of  the  build- 
ings to  be  erected  in  Xew  Zealand  from  now  on,  since  it  is  recog- 
nized to  be  more  durable  than  almost  any  other  kind  of  construction 
material,  especially  for  this  climate.  Extensive  cement  plants  have 
been  established  in  the  Dominion  .sufficient  to  sui)ply  all  demands, 
l)ut  there  should  be  a  good  opening  for  machinery  for  mixing  and 
handling  concrete. 

There  is  a  campaign  on  in  the  ditferent  municipal  centers  of  the 
Dominion  urging  the  city  corporations  to  inaugurate  a  public  hous- 
ing scheme  in  order  to  eliminate  the  slum.s  of  the  different  cities  and 
supply  the  i^oorer  working  class  with  neat,  sanitary  dwellings  and 
apartments  at  moderate  rentals.  It  is  proposed  in  Auckland  to  ex- 
pend about  $1,250,000  on  this  improvement  while  similar  schemes 
are  being  discussed  for  Wellington  and  Christchurch.  This  is  more 
or  less  the  result  of  the  influenza  epidemic  that  passed  through  Xew 
Zealand  in  Xovember  and  December  of  last  year,  when  so  many 
died  in  the  insanitary  sections  of  the  city  where  the  housing  con- 
ditions were  undesirable. 

Reduced  Mining  Operations. 

The  mining  industry  in  Xew  Zealand  declined  materially  during 
1918  for  lack  of  sufficient  labor  to  man  the  different  mines,  both  coal 
and  gold,  and  because  of  reduced  output.  The  output  fell  far  short 
of  previous  years,  and  at  present  there  is  a  marked  shortage  in  the 
coal  supply  in  this  Dominion. 

The  principal  cause  of  the  shortage  of  the  coal  output  ari,ses  from 
the  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  coal  miners.  The  Xew  Zealand 
Government  exempted  coal  miners  from  military  service  in  order  to 
keep  the  mines  at  work,  but  the  miners  have  been  dissatisfied,  and 
either  stopped  work  or  adopted  the  go-slow  policy,  which  disorgan- 
ized the  different  mines  from  time  to  time.  The.se  methods  were  em- 
ployed at  the  close  of  the  year  and  threaten  to  continue.  [See  Com- 
merce Repouts  for  Sept.  14,  1918.] 

The  imports  of  coal  for  the  year  were  valued  at  $983,529,  as  com- 
pared with  $1,042,171  for  1917,  while  the  exports  were  valued  at 
$1,105,8055    as '  compared    with    $1,148,801    for    1917.     These    coal 
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exports  consist  very  largely  of  bunker  coal  taken  by  overseas  ship- 
ping, and  do  not  indicate  the  coal  actually  exported  for  use  in  some 
othoi-  country. 

There  Avere  no  figures  given  out  relative  to  the  gold-mining  indus- 
try in  tliis  Dominion  during  1918  further  than  a  few  press  reports 
covering  the  out})ut  of  certain  mines  for  certain  periods  of  the  year, 
sliowing  as  a  gcnoi'al  tiling  a  deciease  over  1917  and  previous  years. 
No  i-eport  has  been  given  out  regarding  the  imports  or  exports  of 
gold  coin  and  bullion.  The  mining  of  quicksilver  was  successfully 
undertaken  in  New  Zealand  during  the  year,  and  it  is  reported  that 
there  are  extensive  deposits  in  the  vicinity  of  Whangarei,  about  75 
miles  nortli  of  Auckland. 

Kauri-Gum  Production — Extraction  of  Kauri  Oil. 

The  kauri-gum  industry  experienced  a  very  depressing  year  dur- 
ing 1918  owing  to  a  shortage  of  gum  diggers  and  the  difficulty  in 
securing  shipping  space  to  export  the  small  supplies.  The  exports 
for  1918  were  valued  at  $765,564,  as  compared  with  $1,651,413  for 
1916,  and  $2,420,811  for  1914;  which  means  that  the  actual  exports 
dropped  very  much  below  normal,  since  prices  were  higher  than 
formerly.  Prospects  for  1919  are  not  promising,  for  a  large  number 
of  the  gum  diggers  have  been  set  to  work  on  the  railways  and  other 
Government  construction  work. 

A  new  branch  of  the  industr}^  is  being  opened  up  by  way  of  extract- 
ing kauri  oil  from  the  kauri-gum  peat  taken  from  the  swamps  where 
large  quantities  of  deca3'ed  gum  are  found  mixed  with  the  soil,  or 
in  some  places,  almost  solid  beds  of  shale  gum.  It  is  claimed  that 
there  are  areas  from  which  kauri  oil  may  be  extracted  to  the  value 
of  $121,()63  per  acre.  A  company  is  now  manufacturing  100  barrels 
per  week,  and  proposes  to  enlarge  tlie  plant  as  soon  as  possible. 
About  15  per  cent  of  the  oil  can  be  easily  turned  to  motor  spirit, 
about  15  per  cent  to  an  oil  used  in  working  up  india-rubber,  about 
30  per  cent  in  paint  oil,  the  same  amount  in  varnish  oil,  and  the 
remainder  in  pitch.  It  is  expected  this  industry  will  become  an 
important  factor  m  the  Auckland  province. 

Hemp  and  Tow  Exports. 

The  hemp  industry  of  the  Dominion  enjoyed  a  fairly  prosperous 
yeai',  although  during  a  portion  of  the  time  the  flax  mills  were  com- 
pelled to  close  down  because  the  w^arehouses  were  full  of  flax  that 
could  not  be  exported  for  want  of  shipping  space.  During  the  year 
there  were  145,159  bales  of  hemp  graded  by  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment, as  compared  with  156,329  bales  for  1917. 

The  exports  of  hemp  for  1918  amounted  to  25,167  tons  valued  at 
$6,753,549,  as  compared  with  27,674  tons— 1916  valued  at  $4,874,895, 
and  23,220  tons  for  1914  valued  at  $2,215,299.  During  1918  the 
United  States  took  heuij)  to  the  value  of  $5,750,025,  as  compared 
with  $708,063  in  1916  and  $305,352  in  1914.  It  is  reported  that  one 
steamer  took  4,000  bah^s  from  Ncav  Zealand  to  England  at  one  time 
near  the  close  of  the  year. 

Not  so  much  attention  was  given  to  the  production  of  tow  during 
the  3'ear  as  previously,  since  there  was  a  greater  denu\nd  for  hemp. 
The  value  of  tow  exports  during  1918  at  $99,199,  as  compared  with 
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$374,2G9  in  1916  and  $180,138  in  1914,  of  which  the  United  States 
took  practically  none.  During  1918  there  were  24,404  bales  of  tow 
graded  by  the  New  Zealand  Government,  as  compared  with  35,222 
for  1917/ 

Decline  in  Sugar  Imports. 

The  imports  of  sugar  for  1918  were  valued  at  $4,403,973,  as  com- 
pared with  $.5,531,858  for  1917  and  $3,403,177  for  1914,  practically 
all  coming  from  the  Fiji  Islands,  the  source  of  supply  for  this 
Dominion  for  several  years.  However,  there  were  a  few  cargoes  of 
sugar  imported  from  Java,  since  the  sugar  output  of  the  Fiji  Islands 
for  1918  was  about  $12,166,250  worth  short  of  the  1917  supply,  owing 
to  severe  stomis  or  hurricanes  that  swept  the  islands  as  the  cane  crop 
was  developing.  The  wholesale  price  of  sugar  in  this  Dominion 
increased  during  the  year  from  $107.66  to  $110.10  per  ton  of  2,240 
pounds,  and  granulated  sugar  in  February,  1919,  retailed  in  this 
market  at  $0.06  per  pound. 

There  seems  to  be  no  opening  here  for  American  sugar,  and  only 
a  limited  market  for  the  better  grades  of  sweets,  since  excellent 
candy  is  made  here  at  a  much  lower  cost  than  it  can  be  imported. 

South  Pacific  Trade. 

The  South  Sea  Island  trade  is  an  important  factor  for  the  Auck- 
land district,  especially  with  the  Fiji  Islands  and  Samoa,  now  that 
it  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Dominion.  The  imports 
from  the  Fiji  Islands  were  valued  at  $4,571,303  for  1918,  as  com- 
pared with  $5,856,250  for  1917,  the  marked  decrea.se  largely  owing 
to  the  decrease  in  the  exports  of  sugar. 

According  to  the  best  information  obtainable  the  exports  to  the 
Fiji  Islands  and  Samoa  increased  somewhat  during  1918,  and  trad- 
ing firms  in  Auckland  are  planning  on  an  active  campaign  for  trade 
in  these  islands  as  soon  as  better  shipping  facilities  can  be  arranged, 
which  will  follow  now  that  Samoa  has  come  under  New  Zealand's 
permanent  control. 

Conditions  Affecting  Tariff  legislation. 

During  1918  no  new  tariif  legislation  was  enacted  in  New  Zealand, 
but  following  the  signing  of  the  armistice  the  question  of  protecting 
home  industries  and  trade  with  the  mother  country  was  given  much 
attention,  and  recommendations  were  made  to  the  New  Zealand 
Government  by  commercial  and  industrial  bodies,  as  well  as  chambers 
of  commerce,  urging  the  advancement  of  tariff  rates  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect Dominion  and  Empire  industries. 

In  some  cases  it  was  made  clear  that  the  object  of  these  recom- 
mendations was  to  bar  from  this  Dominion  as  far  as  possible  any 
enemy  products,  with  an  idea  of  specially  favoring  imports  from 
Allied  countries.  In  other  cases  it  was  made  clear  that  American 
interests  must  have  special  consideration,  since  it  was  expected 
commercial  relations  between  New  Zealand  and  United  States  would 
be  very  close  following  the  return  to  normal  conditions,  when  this 
country  must  rely  largely  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States 
for  a  market  for  butter,  cheese,  fresh  meat,  and  wool,  jproduced  so 
abundantly  here. 
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Exports  of  Rabbit  Skins  and  Meat. 

More  attention  was  given  to  the  catching  of  rabbits  and  prepara- 
tion of  tlieir  meat  and  skins  for  export  in  191S  than  e\er  ]jefore  in 
this  Dominion.  Tlie  exports  of  rabbit  skins  for  the  vear  were  valned 
at  ^LloS.SOO  as  compared  with  $371,825  for  lOlC.  and  $-l-22,198  for 
1914.  Of  the  191S  total  0,755  bales,  valued  at  $1,0G4,  717,  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States  from  Dunedin.  and  17,01-2  pounds, 
valued  at  $9,322,  from  AVellington,  according  to  the  respective  de- 
clared export  returns.  It  would  seem  that  the  industry  would 
greatly  increase  duj-ing  1919,  since  measures  have  been  adopted  call- 
ing for  the  killing  of  many  more  rabbits  in  order  to  ivduce  the  pest 
as  far  as  possible.     [See  Co:m.mi:i{ci:  Eepohts  for  Apr.  24.  1918.] 

The  export  of  rabbit  meat  during  191cS  far  exceeded  that  of  any 
))revious  year,  but  no  exact  figures  are  a\  ailable.  About  100,000  cases 
of  rabbit  meat  were  held  in  cold  storage  at  the  beginning  of  1918; 
and  it  is  genei'ally  understood  that  many  of  the  rabbits  killed  for 
the  skins  during  the  year  were  taken  to  the  cold  storage  plants  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Dominion. 

Foreign  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  foreign  trade  of  New  Zealand  for  1918  amounted  t(j  $25G,- 
500.761,  of  which  $117,934,488  was  for  imports  and  $138.5r)('.,273 
for  exports,  as  comi)ared  with  $255,573.0(54  for  1917,  of  which  $101,- 
803,003  was  for  imports  and  $153,709,401  for  exports,  and  $290.- 
171,000  for  1910,  of  which  $12.S.180.12l'  was  for  imports  and  $101,- 
990,879  for  exports:  making  a  trade  balance  of  $20.031.7S5  for  1918, 
$5i;905.858  for  1917,  and  $33,810,758  for  1910. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  country  has  made  splendid  progress 
during  the  past  five  years  and  has  a  bright  future,  since  there  is  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  most  interests  to  increase  production, 
and  this  is  backed  by  the  Government  along  the  line  of  internal 
improvements,  such  as  better  internal  transportation  facilities-!,  and 
the  opening  up  of  (iovernment  lands  to  settlers.  In  New  Zealand 
ti'ade  American  interests  should  ho  ready  to  meet  the  demands  more 
than  halfway. 

The  folloAving  table  gives  the  foreign  c-onnnerce  of  New  Zealand, 
including  specie.  In'  countries,  for  1914,  1910.  and  1918: 


Countries. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


ITnited  Kingdom $.5S,  329, 006 

Canada |    2, 331, 7:?') 

Australia 3,370,371 

Belgium 537,218 

Franco 718,  r70 

(jcrmaiiy 1 ,  997, 572 


Italv 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

China 

Japan 

I'hilippine  Islands. 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 


2(i9,190 
lilS,  230 
388,429 
159,646 
912,473 
107,121 
11,110,054 
25, 500, 370 


lotal 100, 302, 091 


$07,495,703 

3,(385,33:j 

19,470,505 

21,072 

551,028 

20,S03 

.■)03,015 

341,810 

.t00,()81 

330,392 

2,739,712 

1.52, 170 

19,319,039 

13, 032, 502 


128,180,121 


1918 


1914 


$43,000,100   JlOf.OlVl, 


4,. 530, 5150 

24,981,018 

10 

104,405 

1 , 8.18 

278,909 

113.204 

310,013 

501,419 

5,912,140 

173,003 

24,238,831 

12,948,312 


2,89S, 
9,3S4: 

7, 

1,104; 

2.219 
4, 
3, 
2, 

289, 

5,003, 
2,82i; 


0117,934,488     127,809,470 


1910 


$130,702,797 

3,307,550 

10.005,000 

10 

1,485,952 

24 

101 

5 

44 

813 

535 ,  53.3 

10 

12.130,988 

3,035,926 


101,990,879 


1918 


$88,781,304 

8,728,437 

8,572,937 

5 

3,941,899 


223 


1,630 

20, 3.52 

10 

19,688,144 

8,821,327 


1)138,566,273 


a  Imports  other  than  gold  specie. 


b  Exports  other  than  gold  specie. 
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The  United  States  supplied  imports  to  the  vahie  of  $24,238,831  in 
1918,  as  compared  with  $19,319,639  for  1916,  and  $11,110,051  for  1914. 
During  the  vear  Japan  greatly  increased  imports  into  this  country, 
which  amounted  to  $5,912,140  as  compared  with  $2,739,712  for  1910, 
and  $912,473  for  1914;  and  from  present  indications  Japan  will  be 
able  to  retain  a  good  portion  of  this  increase,  since  that  country  is 
able  to  supply  many  cheaper  lines  that  formerlj^  came  from  Germany. 
Principal  Imports  by  Quantity  and  Value. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  New 
Zealand  during  1914,  1916,  and  1918  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
(1  hundredweight,  112  pounds;  1  ton,  2,240  pounds;  1  English  gal- 
lon, approximate!}^  1.2  American  gallons)  : 


Articles. 


1914 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity.         Value, 


1918 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Agricultiu'al  machin- 
ery  

Apples,  f  res  h, 
pounds 

Bars,  bolts,  and  rods, 
iron tons. . 

Benzene gallons. . 

Benzoline,  gasoline, 
etc gallons.. 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 
(including  motor- 
cycles and  tricycles), 
number 

Books,  paper,  and  mu- 
sic, printed 

Boots,  shoes,  etc., 
dozen  pairs 

Canvas 

Carbide  oi  calcium, 
tons, 


2,184,018 

22, 251 
4,637,687 

2,203,288 


10,286 


Carpeting,     matting, 
and  oilcloth 


137,633 
2,956 


Cigars pounds.. 

Cigarettes do 

Coal tons.. 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

Corrugated  galva- 
nized sheet  iron, 
hundredweight 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Currants pounds. . 

Dairying  machinery. . . 

Drapery 

Earthenware  and 
chinaware 

Electrical  machinery. . 

Engines,  gas,  etc., 
number 

Fencing  wire: 

Barbed tons.. 

Plain do 

Figs,  dates,  and  prunes, 
pounds 

Glass  and  glassware . . . 

Grain  and  pulse,  etc., 
pounds 

Hardware 

Hats  and  caps. dozen. . 

Hosiery 

India-rubber  goods 
other  than  tires 

Kerosene gallons. . 

Leather pounds. . 

Leather  manufactures 
and  saddlerj' 

Linseed  oil. .  .gallons. . 

Lumber,  superficial, 
feet 

Manures tons.. 


77,963 
704, 088 
518, 070 


317,618 


4,917 

5,103 
14,236 

3, 166, 768 


13,0-34,800 
'""'96,' 280' 


4,992,918 
877,243 


339,583 

38,568,069 
139, 124 


$792, 227 
142,695 

881,561 

1,412,587 

610,931 


297, 869 

1,227,068 

1,863,100 
444, 720 

203,308 

1,026,500 

161,295 

1,122,414 

2,718,252 
826,638 
405, 053 


1,230,027 

4,279,712 

199,322 

303,801 

1,380,777 

603, 714 
1,908,485 

763, 427 

279,098 
658, 773 

179,058 
870,592 

256, 995 

1,791,354 

653,478 

976,030 

233,305 
775, 574 
589,659 

400,  .537 
226, 574 

1, 783, 178 
2,492,582 


2,939,495 

17,580 
6,319,614 

2,930,408 


13,180 


131,248 


2, 750 


52,967 
979,515 
293,956 


141,469 
1,571,232 


2,075 

1,405 
7,239 

2, 758, 546 


23,312,400 
""S4,'576' 


5,619,885 
817,158 


385,012 

10,030,363 
101, 109 


$678,307 

124, 062 

1,327,779 
1,801,457 

867, 055 


608, 765 

1,256,165 

1,920,730 
443,080 

172,512 

1,245,693 
112,100 

1,  .552, 389 
922,328 

877,396 
574,135 


941,979 

8,245,179 

170, 371 

413,025 

1,516,090 

773.598 
2,308,935 

333,331 

117,789 
639,755 

174, 917 
1,048,955 

502, 384 

1,861,115 

675,095 

1,783,473 

231,115 
768,654 
951, 167 

425,391 
338,411 

7U,550 
1,662,703 


612,890 

2,568 
6,242,909 

4,523,969 


5,294 


108,009 
775 


19, 800 
7.50,313 
255,332 


25, 090 
'i,'i77,'500' 


1,613 

983 
2,603 

1,610,799 


104,111,100 
72,"  lis' 


3,988,832 
603,245 


384,242 

10,863,860 
68, 051 


$465,374 

27,417 

285,021 
2,260,318 

1,798,736 


231,598 

1,401,703 

2,340.280 
633; 506 

206,622 

563,  OS! 
52,028 
1,413,066 
983,529 
292,4.57 
378, 083 


247, 822 

11,167,099 

191,311 

324,318 

1,014,943 

416,553 
1,671,132 


124,602 
325,890 

187, 725 
656, 593 

2,650,013 
836,668 
756,239 

1,515,078 

319,705 

813,723 

1,044,093 

308,097 
669, 801 

683,816 
1,300,927 
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Articles. 


Matches   and    vestas, 

poss  boxes 

Milluicry 

Mineral      lubricating 

oil,    gallons 

Nails,  hundred  weight.. 
Paints,     colors,     and 

varnishes 

Paper: 

J'rinting,  hundred- 
weight  

Other,     hundred- 
weight   

Pianos number. 

Pig  and  bar  lead. tons.. 
Pig   and   scrap    iron, 

tons 

Pipes     and     fittings, 

tons 

Railway  and  tramway 

plant 

Raisins pounds. . 

Ricc.hundredweight. . 

Sacks 

Secds,gra.ssand  clover, 

hundredweight 

Sewing  machines, 

number 

Silk  piece  goods 

Spirits  (not  including 

beer) gallons.. 

Stationery 

Sugar,    hundred- 

weight 

Tea pounds.. 

Tobacco,manufactured 

pounds 

Turned    sheets     and 

plates,  hundred- 

weight 

Tools 

Vehicles,  motor,  num- 
ber  

Wearing  apparel 

Wine gallons. . 

Woolen  piece  goods . . . 
All  other  articles 


Quantity.         Value, 


200,592 


s.s:i,:r)-t 
'JO,  <,m 


Total. 


;:07,937 

OT.tiOj 
y,.S()9 
1.LM8 

1 1 ,  L't -l 

17,."):52 


4,9!;j,f)74 
124,255 


29, 5.58 
8,854 


1,013,780 
9,951,774 


2,095,788 


88, 998 


6,009 
ifi  1,849 


$157,222 
.'.12,209 

.'434,907 
285, 138 

868,475 


4.57, 198 
461,208 
124,842 

2:i:i,387 

1,203,120 

7.84,923 

360, 549 

3.39.317 

1,2H1,851 

47  8, 38  j 

195, 8o7 
682,. WO 

1,846,880 
669, 183 

3, 403, 177 
2, 092,. 560 


374,::,s.» 

742,. VJ6 

3, 648, 3.J9 

5,696,321 

386, 040 

1,768,  .384 

37,  278. 612 


1916 


Quantity.         Value 


266,626 


1,423,103 
98,561 


316,  .571 

91,789 

3,426 

611 

6, 530 

11,.><S3 


$226,  .-KW 
478,207 

566,300 
495,118 

1,097,6.54 


1,424,926 


106, 362, 691 


0,2.53,293 
109,791 


39,490 
9.089 


1,418,934 


1,249,096 
7,982,195 

2,785,365 


131,081 


6,174 


175, 855 


918, 
476, 
101, 

108, 

1,237, 

457, 

697, 

291, 

1.366, 


238, 
1,426, 

3,416, 
833, 

4,802, 
1,880, 


1, 815, 895 


887, 8.59 
641,692 

3,907.951 

5, 957',  667 

414,  544 

4, 096,  722 

46, 185;  419 


o  128, 180, 121 


1918 


Quantity. 


388,  ;j.>s 


1,529,940 
32,616 


Value. 


$469,851 
459,329 

899,718 
282,890 

1,091,551 


1.366,975 


44,677 
1,0.57 
467  i 

1,0.54 

3,934 


6,351,968 
114.9f>9 


24,  .808 
0,607 


1,041,848 
9,692,103 


74, 557 


3,094 


68,708 


737, 
193, 
'3, 

05, 

676, 

254, 
788, 
410, 
,581, 


314 
190 
25-1 

600 

7.50 

099 
996 
781 
335 


708,903 


699 
583 


261 
298 


973 
785 


1,814,172 


694, 819 
417,288 

2, 196, 952 

4.632,582 

■  334,  367 

1, 848, 253 

41,220.235 


6  117,934,488 


o Includes  specie  imported. 


b  Includes  specie  imported  other  than  gold  specie. 


Principal  Fluctuations  in  Imports. 

The  gains  in  imports  in  value  for  1918  showed  some  important  in- 
creases, as  compared  with  1914  and  191G,  amounting,  respect ivel}'',  to 
$847,731  and  $458,801  on  benzene,  $1,187,805  and  $9;U,()81  on  benzo- 
line,  gasoline,  etc.,  $477,180  and  $419,550  on  boots  and  shoes,  $188,780 
and  $190,420  on  canvas,  $0,877,387  and  $2,921,920  on  cotton  piece 
goods,  $2,393,018  and  $2,147,029  on  grain  and  pulse,  $443,227  and 
$331,390  on  linseed  oil,  $312,029  and  $243,345  on  matches  and  vestas, 
$1,598,003  and  $854,207  on  silk  piece  goods,  $2,104,381  and  $594,473 
on  spirits. 

In  the  case  of  woolen  piece  goods  the  imports  increased  in  1910,  as 
compared  Avith  1914.  by  $2,328,338.  but  decreased  in  1918,  as  com- 
pared with  1910.  by  $2,248,409. 

The  decreases  for  1918,  as  compared  Avith  1914  and  1910.  amounted, 
re.spectively,  to  $115,278  and  $90,045  on  apples,  $590,540  and  $942,758 
on  bars,  ])olts,  and  rods,  iron,  $403,412  and  $082,005  on  carpeting, 
matting,  and  oilcloth,  $534,181  and  $584,939  on  confectionery,  $26,970 
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and  $196,052  on  cordage  and  twine,  $982,205  and  $694,157  on  corru- 
gated galvanized  sheet  iron,  $365,834  and  $501,147  on  drapery, 
$187,161  and  $357,045  on  earthenware  and  chinaware,  $332,883  and 
$313,865  on  fencing  wire,  plain,  $213,999  and  $392,362  on  glass  and 
glassware,  $954,686  and  $1,024,447  on  hardware,  $268,018  and 
$282,983  on  pianos,  $167,787  and  $102,513  on  pig  and  scrap  iron, 
$526,370  and  $560,479  on  pipes  and  fittings,  $530,824  and  $203,751  on 
railway  and  tramway  plant,  $325,238  and  $224,404  on  tools,  $1,451,407 
and  $1,710,999  on  motor  vehicles,  $1,063,739  and  $1,325,085  on  wearing 
apparel. 
Exports  from  New  Zealand. 

Exports  from  New  Zealand  for  1918  amounted  to  $138,566,273,  as 
compared  with  $127,801,476  for  1914,  $161,990,879  for  1916,  and 
$153,769,461  for  1917.  The  British  Government,  including  posses- 
sions, took  73  per  cent,  as  compared  with  82  per  cent  for  1917;  the 
United  States  took  14  per  cent,  as  compared  Avith  5  per  cent  for  1917. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  items  of 
export,  products  of  the  grazing  industry  of  this  Dominion,  for  1914, 
1916,  1917,  and  1918 : 


Articles. 


1914 


1917 


Beef,  frozen 

Butter 

Cheese 

Lamb,  frozen 

Mutton  and  lamb  joints,  frozen 

Mutton,  frozen 

Potted  and  preserved  meats 

Wool 


S5, 010, 203 
11,380,680 
12,478,314 
12,431,557 

164,147 
10,293.037 

541,238 
45,346,602 


$10,312,391 
12,810,054 
17, 102, 389 
11,860,147 
115,677 
12,312,104 
1,214,284 
60,276,829 


$9, 763,  231 
9,886,543 

19,219,030 

6,650,140 

42, 850 

11,962,694 
1,357,116 

59,251,419 


88,084,166 
16,556,918 
19,890,252 
5,941,179 
161,893 
9,357,992 
2, 223, 621 
36,631,440 


Exports  by  Articles. 

Exports  by  articles  for  1918,  compared  with  1914  and  1916,  were: 


1914 


1918 


Beans  and  peas 

Butter 

Casings 

Cheese 

Coal 

Gold 

Gum  kauri 

Hemp 

Hides 

Hops 

Leather 

Live  stock 

Lumber 

Meat,  frozen 

Meat,  potted  and  preserved. 

Oats 

Rabbit  skins 

Sheepskins 

Silver 

Tallow 

Tow 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


5443, 231 

S187, 579 

11,380,680 

12,810.054 

678, 643 

957, 654 

12,478,314 

17, 102, 389 

1,373,146 

1,589,170 

4,357,304 

5,835,965 

2,420,811 

1,651,413 

2,215,299 

4,874,895 

1,745,219 

2, 947, 483 

106, 143 

85,806 

199,356 

171,023 

593,572 

534, 702 

2,056,315 

1,856,458 

28, 182, 982 

34,887,690 

541,238 

1,214,284 

807,498 

146,968 

422, 198 

371,825 

4, 169,  773 

4,465,661 

302, 137 

414,193 

3,379,045 

3, 821, 853 

ISO,  138 

374,269 

45,346,602 

60, 276, 829 

4,421,688 

5,412.716 

$346,894 
16,556,918 
1,254,929 
19,890,252 
1, 105, 835 
(o) 

765,584 

6,753,549 

2, 589, 182 

54,670 

136, 724 

325,666 

2, 707, 278 

24, 127,  795 

2,223,621 

4,244 

1,458,806 

8,825,891 

834, 381 

4,124,9.33 

99, 199 

36,631,440 

7, 748, 582 


Total 127,801,332 


161,990,879 


6  138,566,323 


a  Not  available  for  publication. 


b  Excluding  gold. 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  important  gains  in  value  of  butter 
and  cheese  exported,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that  large  quantities 
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Avere  held  in  cold  storage  on  December  31.  The  butter  and  cheese 
wont  to  Great  Britain.  There  were  also  marked  gains  in  hemp, 
rabl)it  skins,  casings,  sheepskins,  of  which  large  quantities  found  a 
niarket  in  the  T"'^nitod  States.  Tlie  large  decline  in  exports  of  frozen 
meat  and  wool  was  caused  bv  lack  of  shi])ping  space  rather  than 
shortage  of  production,  for  the  cold-storage  plants  held  immense 
stocks  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Exports  of  Leading  Articles  by  Quantities. 

The  following  table  gives  the  leading  exjiorts  by  (|nantities  for  the 
years  indicated: 


Articles. 


Rutter hundredweight. 

Cheese do . . . 

Hemp tons . 

Kauri  gum, do. . . 

Meat,  frozen hundredweight. 

Tallow tons. 

\Vool pounds . 


1915 


420, 144 

817,258 

23, 220 

4,575 

3,553,021 

26, 843 

196,570,114 


1916 


358,632 

849,416 

27, 674 

5, 448 

3,302,115 

22.472 


254,397 

885, 743 
23,516 
4,. 094 
2,466,932 
12,599 


1918 


185,506,859  1     178,274,486 


431,023 

883,435 

25,167 

2,426 

2,024,497 

16,421 

108,724,575 


Note.— 1  hundredweight,  112  pounds;  1  ton,  2,240  pounds 

These  figures  show  that  the  shortage  of  cargo  space  sei'iously  af- 
fected certain  lines  of  business  during  1918,  especially  in  the  expor- 
tation of  wool,  fresh  meat,  tallow,  and  kauri  gum. 

Total  Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  merchandise  invoiced 
to  the  Ignited  States  and  ])ossessions  at  this  consulate  genoi'al  and  its 
agencies  in  New  Zealand  during  1914,  191.5,  1910.  1917,  and  1918.  in- 
cluding returned  American  goods: 


Places. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

.?2, 166, 020 

.':i,!65,613 
4,522,647 
1,-571,242 
6, 407, 293 

51,811,701 
3, 452,  .059 
1,040,970 
4,645,942 

52,283,069 

5,136,41,6 

427, 676 

7,212,945 

$3,319,024 
8,832,139 

Christchurch 

2,411,185 
330, 703 
503,861 

Dunedin 

2,998,726 

Wellington 

8,  S77, 270 

Total 

5,411,719 

13,966,795 

10,951,172 

lo,  060, 106 

24,027,159 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1918  show  a  very 
great  increase.  This  gain  is  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  in- 
creases of  $.310,443  for  hemp,  $523,834  for  pelts.  $3T0,C11  for'soap 
grease,  $-263,937  for  tallow,  from  Auckland  :  and  $333,151  for  casings, 
$2,400,540  for  pelts,  $879,700  for  tallow,  from  Christchurch;  and 
$323,512  for  hemp,  $815,748  for  rabbit  skins.  $1,150,.340  for  wool, 
from  Dunedin;  and  $138,741  for  casings,  $1,360,094  for  hemp, 
$283,891  for  tallow,  $3,076,606  for  wool,  from  Wellington.  There 
Avere  decreases  of  $550,040  for  kauri  gum  from  Auckland,  $27,951 
for  grass  seed  from  Dunedin,  and  $3,299,402  under  the  head  of  other 
articles  at  Wellington,  which  is  accounted  for  almost  entirely  on 
account  of  export  of  gold  in  1917,  none  being  reported  for  1918. 

Exports  to  United  States  from  Auckland. 

The  (juantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  invoiced  at  the 
consulate  general  at  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  not  including  returned 
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American  goods  or  exports  to  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or  Hawaii, 
for  1917  and  1918  were : 


Articles. 


Casings 

Copra pounds . 

Hemp , tons. 

Hides pounds. 

Kauri  gum do... 

Milk,  preserved do. . . 

Meat,  presen'ed do. . . 

Oil,  neat's-foot gallons. 

Pelts. 


Soap  grease pounds. 

Tallow do. . . 

AH  other  articles 


Total. 


Quantity.        Value 


3,451,632 
1,246 


7,359,709 


1,215.678 


$20, 277 
283.961 
379,920 


1,141,059 


152,975 


159, 429 
120.684 


1918 


Quantity.        Value 


4,197,8.39 

2,135 

370,051 

3,985.562 

29,400 

36,000 

10, 143 


2,995,011 
3,104,392 


$82, 764 

343, 964 

696,303 

95,842 

590,419 

4,791 

9.347 

11,257 

676,809 

370.611 

423,366 

1,533 


3,307,066 


There  were  no  exports  to  the  Philippines  or  Porto  Rico,  but  ex- 
ports to  Hawaii  amounted  to  $494.  Returned  American  goods  were 
valued  at  $11,464. 

Post-War  Trade  Possibilities. 

During  1918,  and  especially  toward  the  close,  much  attention  was 
given  to  the  question  of  post-war  trade,  until  the  signing  of  the 
armistice,  when  conditions  seemed  to  be  in  a  chaotic  state  for  some 
time,  but  now  they  are  improving  somewhat,  with  a  fair  outlook  for 
1919.  The  importers  of  the  Dominion  had  been  planning  on  an- 
other year  of  war,  and  had  placed  heavy  orders  for  as  early  delivery 
as  possible,  and  were  left  in  bad  shape  when  hostilities  closed  so  sud- 
denly. There  was  a  general  rush  to  get  in  under  cover,  and  whenever 
possible  importers  canceled  orders  and  at  present  are  inclined  to 
await  developments. 

There  is  a  move  on  foot  to  send  a  trade  representative  to  the 
United  States  to  look  after  New  Zealand's  interests.  The  council  of 
the  Auckland  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  its  report  for  1918  offered 
the  following  suggestion,  which  seems  to  express  the  idea  of  many  of 
the  members: 

111  view  of  the  probability  of  increased  business  relations  with  the  United 
States  and  tiie  frequent  changes  in  trade  conditions,  the  council  was  impressed 
with  the  need  for  tlie  apiwiiitment  by  the  New  Zealand  C4overnment  of  a  com- 
petent business  man  as  the  representative  of  the  Dominion  in  Washington,  with 
wliom  exporters  and  importers  could  freely  communicate. 

This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time  and  has 
been  alluded  to  several  times  by  different  members  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Government.  It  will  doubtless  have  attention  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  Parliament  following  the  return  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Minister  of  Finance  from  the  Peace  Conference. 

British  Ti'ade  Activities. 

During  the  war  British  trade  with  this  Dominion  has  increased  to 
some  extent  in  value,  with  a  marked  decrease  in  imports  and  a  great 
increase  of  exports.  This  was  especially  true  in  the  import  trade 
for  1918,  but  it  is  apparent  that  1919  will  see  a  marked  increase  in 
British  imjDorts  into  this  Dominion,  for  there  is  a  general  disposition 
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lo  rctiiiii  to  ilie  old  bnuul  of  goods.  It  Avill  be  necessary  for  Ameri- 
can interests  to  watch  the  trade  liere  closely  if  the}'  expect  to  retain 
a  fair  ])roi)ortioii  of  what  they  have  gained  in  the  past  few  years. 

(ijvat  Bi'itaiii  has  sent  an  active  trade  commissioner  to  this  field, 
who  has  made  some  vei'y  thorough  and  instructive  reports,  and  has 
been  called  home  to  study  conditions,  to  be  better  prepared  to  assist 
British  trade  in  New  Zealand.  There  is  a  New  Zealand  Association 
of  British  Manufacturers  and  Agents  organized  in  this  Dominion, 
with  headquarters  at  AA'ellington,  that  is  also  active  in  this  respect. 

The  British  trade  commissioner  ^•isits  the  different  centers  of  the 
Dominion  yearly  to  meet  and  coiifer  with  busine-^s  men  and  chambers 
of  commerce. 

Suggested  Combination  of  Exporters — Delayed  Shipping  Documents. 

Save  in  cases  where  American  iirms  are  strong  enough  to  open  a 
branch  in  New  Zealand,  it  is  clear  that  a  combinatiim  of  exporters 
under  the  Webb  Act,  with  head(iuarters  at  Xew  York  or  some  other 
seaport,  -with  a  branch  in  this  Dominion  in  charge  of  an  active 
Amercan,  holding  suthcient  stocks  of  the  various  lines  to  fill  rush 
orders  and  to  supply  samples,  could  do  splendid  work.  Each  inter- 
ested manufacturer  in  such  an  export  combine  could  send  out  his 
special  expert  salesman  with  the  understanding  that  all  shipments 
be  passed  througli  the  branch  in  this  country,  that  a  complete  check 
might  be  kept  on  the  trade  here  covering  the  respective  lines.  Xew 
Zealand  is  a  long  way  from  the  base  of  sup])h'  and  it  will  pay  to 
arrange  to  keep  in  close  touch  Avith  this  growing  business  as  well  as 
to  have  a  live  agent  thoroughly  backed  by  his  principal. 

Few  complaints  were  made  relative  to  delayed  shipping  docu- 
ments during  1918,  for  there  were  practically  no  steamers  carrying 
freight  from  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States  to  Australasia.  But 
as  soon  as  freight  steamers  are  put  on  tlirough  the  Panama  Canal 
special  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  to  send  all  shipping- 
documents  by  the  steamer  carrying  the  goods.  Steamers  have  made 
the  voyage  from  Xew  York  to  Auckland  in  25  days,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  mail  here  short  of  that  time  in  the  regular  Avay,  and 
if  it  misses  a  mail  steamer  at  Vancouver  or  San  Francisco,  it  will 
take  at  least  39  days. 

This  is  an  important  matter  since  storage  charges  are  heavy  on 
the  docks,  and  merchants  usually  deliver  shipments  direct  to  their 
customers  from  the  docks,  and  can  not  safely  do  so  without  the 
shipping  documents,  ever  though  they  may  be  able  to  secure  the 
goods  by  putting  up  a  bond. 
Field  for  Trade  Publications — Protection  of  Agencies. 

The  war  measure  in  the  United  States  requiring  publishers  to  drop 
from  their  mailing  lists  all  ])ersons  to  whom  their  publications  were 
sent  gratis  seriously  affected  (he  number  of  daily  papers  and  trade 
])ublications  coming  to  this  consulate  general,  to  the  detriment  of 
American  business  in  general,  for  these  publications  were  doing  ex- 
cellent work  here.  They  were  often  consulted  while  on  the  tables 
in  the  reading  room  connected  with  this  office,  and  later  either  sent 
to  the  reading  room  of  the  public  library  or  distril)uted  to  tho 
business  firms  of  the  city  where  they  could  do  the  most  good. 
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It  is  hoped  that  all  publishers  who  cut  the  Auckland  consulate 
general  from  their  lists  will  include  it  again,  and  that  many  who 
iieA-er  sent  their  publications  to  this  field  will  do  so  now. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  foreign  manufacturers  and  importers  do 
not  change  their  agencies  in  New  Zealand  without  giving  adequate 
notification  to  the  agent.  Bearing  on  this  important  matter,  the 
British  trade  commissioner  accredited  to  New  Zealand  makes  the 
following  pertinent  suggestion  in  his  1917  report  to  his  Government: 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  firms  at  home  should  get  more  into  the  habit  of 
regarding  their  agents  as  employees  whose  interests  are  the  interests  of  the 
firm.  The  company  might  then  realize  that  past  service  is  worth  its  reward 
and  that  present  loyalty,  when  very  lucrative  offers  are  being  made  by  outside 
firms,  will  mean  eventual  profit.  I  do  not  suggest  that  such  treatment  is 
necessary  or  desirable  for  all  agents,  but  when  the  agent  has  been  carefully 
appointed,  is  well  known  to  the  principal,  and  has  in  the  past  proved  his  value, 
he  should  certainly  be  worth  consideration,  if  only  as  an  assurance  for  the 
future  when  his  services  in  full  will  again  be  required. 

CHRISTCHURCH  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  John  H.   Stringer. 

For  the  primary  producer  and  for  the  manufacturer  in  Canterbury 
the  year  1918  was  a  prosperous  one,  despite  the  rigorous  winter 
which  affected  pastoralists,  and  the  shortage  of  labor  which  affected 
both  the  farmer  and  the  manufacturer.  With  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties and  the  return  of  the  Dominion's  troops  to  their  homes  the  diffi- 
culties connected  with  the  supply  of  labor  should  disappear,  or,  at 
all  events,  should  be  considerably  lessened.  Like  other  countries 
which  participated  directly  in  the  war  tJie  Dominion  has  its  problems 
arising  out  of  the  repatriation  of  its  troops,  but  for  some  time  past 
these  problems  have  been  carefully  studied  and  by  providing  facili- 
ties for  the  settlement  of  returned  soldiers  on  the  land  and  by  open- 
ing up  other  avenues  of  suitable  employment  it  is  believed  that  a 
solution  has  been  found  for  the  most  pressing  of  those  problems. 

Climatic  Conditions. 

Climatic  conditions  in  Canterbury  in  1918  were  more  rigorous  than 
has  been  the  case  for  many  years.  In  July  there  were  heavy  falls  of 
snow  which  were  so  exceptional  that  the  records  of  30  or  40  years 
ago  alone  provide  a  basis  for  comparison.  In  Christchurch  snow 
fell  on  seven  days  during  the  month  mentioned,  the  maximum  fall  re- 
corded being  7  inches.  The  rainfall  was  slightly  above  the  average. 
Unlike  1917,  when  very  dry  weather  was  experienced  in  October  and 
November,  those  montlis  in  1918  were  unusually  rainy  and  in  conse- 
quence the  indications  are  that  the  1918-19  harvest  will  be  later  than 
customary. 

Canterbury  Industries — Arthurs  Pass  Tunnel  Pierced. 

The  development  of  manufacturing  industries  in  Canterbury  dur- 
ing the  year  was  retarded  by  the  strict  war  regulations  restricting  the 
employment  of  capital  except  as  authorized  and  approved  by  the 
Government.  It  has  been  very  forcibly  borne  in  upon  the  public 
generally,  as  the  result  of  war-time  experiences,  that  the  establish- 
ment and  encouragement  of  essential  industries  are  matters  of  para- 
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mount  nalioiiiil  iniportance.  Consequently  many  organizations  have 
tnnictl  tlicir  attention  to  the  question  of  discovering  what  chiss  of 
manufacturiiic,  not  at  present  engaged  in,  ■will  prove  suitable  for  in- 
troduction iiUo  Canterbury.  During  (he  1918  session  of  Parliament 
an  industries*  committee  Avas  set  uj)  to  iiKpiire  how  existing  indus- 
tries in  New  Zealand  could  be  stinudatod  and  now  industries  pro- 
moted, and  also  to  take  new  evidence  on  new  proposals  calculated  to 
increase  production. 

The  completion  during  the  year  of  the  piercing  of  the  Arthur's 
Pass  tunnel  on  the  railway  connecting  Christchurch  with  the  coal 
and  timber-producing  west  coast,  is  an  event  which  Avill  have  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  future  industrial  progress  of  Canterbury.  It 
Avill  probably  be  two  or  three  years  before  the  line  can  ])e  operated,  as 
it  is  proposed  to  use  electrical  traction  in  the  tunnel,  which  is  5  miles 
554:  yards  in  length,  the  seventh  longest  tunnel  in  the  world. 

Proposed  Port  Improvements  at  Lyttelton. 

With  the  approaching  institution  of  rail  conection  Avith  the  Avest 
coast,  the  question  of  improving  the  shipping  facilities  at  Lyttelton, 
the  port  of  Christchurch,  has  been  revived,  and  various  schemes,  in- 
cluding the  construction  of  a  ncAv  port  in  tlie  estuaries  of  tlie  Aa'Ou 
and  PIcathcote  Rivers,  have  been  brought  forAvard.  These  schemes 
are  unsettled,  hoAvever,  at  present,  tlie  big  expenditures  involved  put- 
ting them  outside  the  range  of  ])raclicability  for  the  time  being. 
Meanwhile  the  Lyttelton  Harbor  Board  is  maintaining  the  port 
etfectiA'ely,  and  AAdien  opportunity  pre-^ents  itself  improving  the 
harbor. 

Wool  Clip — Sheep  Pelts. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  la>t  season's  avooI  clip  Avas  its  im- 
l^roved  condition  and  general  soundness  as  compared  Avith  that  of 
lOlG-17,  an  improvement  suflicient  to  bring  about  a  distinct  advance 
in  the  average  price  per  pound.  Some  of  tlie  improA'ement  can  be 
attributed  to  more  careful  classing  on  the  part  of  oAvners  as  the 
result  of  their  experience  of  the  year  before.  Tiie  quantity  of  avooI 
appraised  and  sold  by  the  Aarious  brokers  at  the  Christchurch  center 
from  and  including  October,  1917,  to  June  30,  li)18,  was  G8,'257  bales, 
as  compared  Avith  04,552  bales  the  vear  before,  and  55,131  bales 
offered  in  1915-16. 

Vhe  position  in  respect  to  pelts  was  rather  indefinite  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Under  the  conditions  ruling  the  previous  year  exporters 
had  a  free  market  for  pelts,  and  farmers  secured  better  prices  for 
sheep  ])elts  than  the  Imperial  rate.  Most  of  these  found  their  way 
to  the  United  States.  The  United  States  therefore  fixed  a  maximum 
price  of  40s.  ($9.73)  per  dozen  for  lamb  pelts  and  GOs.  ($11.G9)  per 
dozen  for  sheep  pelts,  f.  o.  b.  New  Zealand.  Large  quantities  were 
dispatched  from  here  on  consignment,  although  this  is  against  the 
usual  trade  custom. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  "United  States. 

The  folloAving  table  giA'es  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  princii)al 
declared  ex^jorts   (not  including  returned  American  goods  nor  ex- 
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ports  to  the  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or  Hawaii)   invoiced  at  the 
Christchiirch  consular  agency  during  1917  and  1918 : 


Articles. 


1917 


Quantity.        Value. 


Quantity.        Value. 


Casings 

Grass  seed pounds. 

Hemp tons. 

Leather trusses. 

Oil tons. 

Pelts. 


17, 800 

2,522 

20 


S557,597 

1,803 

620,023 

12,895 


Sheep number. 

Soap  grease tons. 

Tallow do . . . 

A.11  other  articles 


119 
'278" 


3,854,090 
5,791 


197,110 

4, 965 

104 

57 


70, 864 
3.592 


200 

32 

55,061 


$890, 74S 

25,085 

635,791 

25,147 

16,250 

6,260,630 

17, 176 

6,183 

950,624 

2,234 


Total. 


5,126,655 


8,829,868 


There  were  no  exports  to  the  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or  Hawaii 
during  1918  from  Christchiirch,  but  returned  American  goods  were 
invoiced  to  the  value  of  $2,271  as  compared  with  $9,761  for  1917, 
and  consisted  almost  entirely  of  motor  covers  and  spectacle  parts. 

DUNEDIN   AGENCY. 

By   Con.sular  Agent   Frederick   O.   Bridg'euiaii. 

Business  generally  continu'ed  fairly  active  and  remunerative  in 
the  Dunedin  district  during  the  year,  but  importing  merchants  are 
at  present  working  on  small  stocks,  which  they  are  not  inclined  to 
replenish  at  the  high  prices  still  ruling,  since  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
decline  must  eventuate.  As  the  wholesaler  and  retailer  will  be 
waiting  for  this  to  occur,  the  volume  of  business  may  be  expected  to 
show  some  falling  off  for  a  time  until  conditions  greatly  improve. 
When  normal  trade  conditions  return,  with  greater  shipping  fa- 
cilities, an  increased  trade  between  the  United  States  and  this  Do- 
minion should  result. 

Manufacturing  and  Mining  Industries — Fruit  Growing. 

The  industries  in  this  district  were  not  active  during  the  year  on 
account  of  the  shortage  of  labor  and  high  cost  of  raw  materials,  with 
the  exception  of  the  woolen  mills,  which  have  been  kept  busy  with 
Government  orders  and  have  prospered  during  the  war  in  spite  of 
the  high  price  of  wool. 

The  output  of  coal  during  the  past  year  shows  a  marked  decrease 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  labor.  Gold  mining  in  Otago  was  very 
slack  during  the  year.  A  fair  quantity  of  scheelite  was  produced. 
The  total  output  of  scheelite  from  the  district  for  1918  was  about 
120  tons,  of  which  about  90  per  cent  was  produced  by  one  company 
operating  near  Lake  Wakatipu.  The  commandeer  of  the  whole  out- 
put of  scheelite  by  the  Briti.sh  Government  is  still  in  force,  but  when 
this  is  removed  the  local  producers,  Avho  previous  to  the  war  sent 
all  their  concentrates  to  Germany,  will  be  ready  to  negotiate  with 
buyers  in  the  United  States. 
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Fruit  <>rowin<j^  coiitiiuuvs  to  bo  a  successful  industi-y  in  this  di^;- 
trict,  but  tlicro  was  sonio  difliculty  in  disposing  of  the  product  of  the 
orchai'ds.  o^Yino•  to  the  scarcity  of  cargo  space.  Canning  of  fruit 
and  labbits  was  liaiuixMcd  l)y  tho  scarcity  of  tin  phitcs  and  lack  of 
hd)or. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  vahu-  of  tho  jiiincipal  exports  invoiced  at  the 
Dunodin  agency  for  the  Ignited  States  (not  including  returned 
American  goods  nor  exports  to  the  Philip})ines,  Porto  Rico,  or 
Hawaii)  for  1917  and  1018  were: 


( 'asinsrs c  asks . 

Hair,  cow  and  liorso 

Hpmp bales. 

Milk,  preserved casos. 

I'elts easks 


Rabbits,  t iiincd casus. 

Seed,  grass sacks- 

Skins,  rabbit bales- 
Tallow casks. 

Wool pounds. 

.\11  other  articles 


1917 


Quantity.     Value 


1,623 


;),9oo 

5X4 
21 


Total. 


$3,493 

'lS2,'342 


«2,0U 

248,969 

2,418 


419, 233 


1918 


Quantity.       Value 


51 


5,855 

050 

207 

NS3 

l.Wl 

6,755 

1,607 

2,177,595 


$19,471 

0,322 

405,854 

6,341 

S4,247 

13,579 

54,060 

1,064,717 

187,067 

1,156,340 

475 

2,998,473 


Returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $253,  as  compared  with 
$7,509  for  1917,  and  consisted  of  silver-fox  skins.  There  were  no 
exports  to  tho  IMiilippines.  I'orto  Rico,  or  Hawaii. 

WELLINGTON  AGENCY. 


By    fon.sular    A^ent    Arthur   K.    AVliyle. 

The  export  trade  of  the  Wellington  district  with  the  United  States 
during  1918  has  been  somewhat  restricted  by  the  necessity  of  pro- 
curing import  licenses,  but  a  fair  volume  of  business  appears  to  have 
been  done,  and  a  considerable  increase  may  be  looked  for  in  tho  im- 
mediate future  if  shipping  space  is  available  at  reasonable  rates. 
The  demand  for  manufactured  goods  in  New  Zealand  and  the  fact 
that  Avool,  hemp,  butter,  cheese,  tallow,  beef,  hides,  etc..  are  jiroduced 
in  abundance  in -this  Dominion,  and  at  i)resont  are  being  sold  largely 
to  Great  Britain  and  the  LTnited  States,  should  insure  full  ships  both 
ways  as  soon  as  the  vessels  can  bo  secured. 

Demand  for  American  Goods. 

An  excolloiit  market  exists  hero  for  luirdware.  builders"  reciuisites, 
fancy  goods,  and  dross  stuffs;  and.  since  little  oil  is  produced  in  Now 
Zealand,  good  business  is  being  done  in  this  lino.  The  <ieiu>ral  ])ros- 
perity  and  tlie  absence  of  all  European  and  British  motor  vehicles 
have  resulted  in  a  great  demand  for  all  types  of  American  cars. 
This  branch  of  trade  is  capable  of  further  extension,  and  in  view  of 
expected  keen  competition  care  should  be  taken  to  preserve  the  hold 
now  established. 
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New  Zealand  is  enjoying  a  period  of  unprecedented  prosperity,  par- 
ticularly in  all  agricultural  pursuits,  and  farm  implements,  tractors, 
etc.,  find  a  ready  sale  here.  The  price  of  all  classes  of  building  tim- 
ber has  increased  threefold  here  during  the  last  three  years,  and  a 
great  opportunity  presents  itself  for  selling  American  lumber,  par- 
ticularly Oregon  pine. 

The  attention  of  breeders  in  the  United  States  might  be  called  to 
the  excellent  quality  of  stud  sheep  and  rams  produced  in  New  Zea- 
land.   A  small  number  have  already  been  exported,  with  good  results. 

Personal  visits  of  representative  business  men  covering  both  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand  should  be  well  worth  while,  for  as  soon 
as  freights  return  to  normal,  trade  should  be  good  between  New 
Zealand  and  the  United  States.  A  friendly  feeling  pervades  all 
classes  of  this  community  toward  the  United  States,  and  traders 
generally  are  on  the  lookout  for  American  business  and  agencies. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  declared  exports  to  the 
United  States  (not  including  returned  American  goods  nor  exports  to 
the  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or  Hawaii)  for  1917  and  1918  are  given 
below : 


Articles. 


Quantity.       Value 


Quantity.        Value 


Beef,  corned pounds- 
Casings  . 


21,672 


Furniture cases . 

Grass  seed pounds. 

Hemp tons- 

Hides number. 

Kauri  gum pounds. 

Mercury do. . . 

Peas. bushels. 

Pelts dozen . 

Rabbit  skins pounds. 

Rabbits,  frozen nuin ber. 

Rubber  (scrap) tons . 

Sheep  (live) number. 

Tallow tons. 

Wool pounds. 

All  other  articles 


S503, 879 


90, 720 

8,577 


18, 626 
2,651,92.3 


795 
,761 


2, 560 
662, 430 

IS,  204 


11.1 
124" 
43V 


1,620 
S,  479 
12, 127 


3,301,463 


4 

89,988 

10, 141 

227 

44,S(X) 

3,225 

234 

47, 780 

17,612 

27,600 

16 

82 

929 

6,174,031 


$5,049 

642, 620 

1,460 

2i,  357 

4,012,017 

3,745 

10, 379 

3,414 

1,494 

756, 4S0 

9,322 

9,360 

1,475 

7,411 

290, 018 

3, 076, 868 

2,063 


Total. 


7,181,317 


8,863,330 


There  were  no  declared  exports  to  the  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or 
Hawaii  durinji-  the  year.  Returned  American  goods  were  valued  at 
$13,940,  as  compared  with  $31,629  for  1917. 
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